COUZAS ABDICATION.                       TO?

\rere  provided, and  one  of   the  conspirators  knelt
down with  his back to the Prince and offered   his
bent-shoulders as an impromptu writing-desk.   There
was no alternative but to sign the deed of abdication,
and the Prince yielded.    He was allowed to dress,
and then driven away from the palace.    Not a hand
was  raised  in his defence, not a voice pleaded his
cause.   He was permitted to withdraw with the spoils
of office to  Paris, the  haven of Balkan princes in
retirement,  and   Roumania  concerned  herself  with
him no more,    A provisional government was formed
with Golescou at the head, and a proclamation issued
calling upon the nation to  proceed  to the election
of a foreign prince as its chief, and  deploring the
" anarchy and  corruption "  which had  marked the
seven years of Couza's reign.    By an almost unani-
mous vote the two Chambers of the united princi-
palities  elected   the   Count   of   Flanders,   younger
brother   of  the   King   of  Belgium,   as   Prince   of
Roumania.    But  the  Sultan  protested  against   the
recent action of the people, and convened  a Con-
ference of the Great Powers in Paris to consider the
situation ;   a  Turkish army corps was mobilised in
Bulgaria, and the threatening secession in Moldavia
completed the dangers which awaited the new ruler.
The Count of Flanders declined the proffered honour,
and a new candidate, Prince Charles of Hohenzollern-
Sigmaringen, a connection of the Prussian   reigning
house, was put  up  in  his stead.    The Prince was
unanimously  elected by a plebiscite  of the  whole
people and proclaimed on the 2Oth of April,    The
Paris Conference declared his election null and void ;